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mee, thus faith the Lord, Ba: | 
ola; I will eaſt thee from off the 
' Fare of | the "Earth; bin Yeat 


. thou dis. 


WN H ESE. afl Words. are FL 
==, Sentence of Death pronounced 
upon Hananiah, for oppofing and 

contradicting the Word of the 

Lord, and nd a Lie upon 

— Peop ls Part) of the Fewiſh Nation was, 

already gone into Captivity, and the King of 

Babylon was * to carry away the reſt. 


F . 
v4 1 


The Prophet Feremiab had declared. from 
God, that Nebuchadnezar ſhould proſper in 
his intended Expedition, take the City and 
Temple, and carry the King with the Refi- 
due of the People, and of the Holy Veſſels, 

Ma va, the falſe Prophet, obſerving, how 
difagrecable this Prediction was to the King 
and Princes, and how much Reproach and 
Sufferings it brought on Feremiah, endeavoured 
to ingratiate himſelf with them by propheſy- 

Ba 2 1 ing 


. 


S # ' 


4 This Year thou ſalt die. 
ing ſmooth, but falſe things, by a pretended 
Commiſion” from God. Mie declared that 
there was no Danger of an Invaſion; thiat 
the Affairs of the Publick ſhould take a 
proſperous Turn; and that within two Vears 
the Veſſels of the Temple, that had been car- 
tried. away, ſhould be N N as you ready in 
the Beginning of this Chapter,” 
TuIs was. a «dating Afffe it E Cod and 
Impoſition on the People, for Which he is 
charged with teaching . Rebellion againſt 
the Lord; and it coſt the lying Prophet 
his Life: There ore, thus ſaith the Lord, Be- 


bold, I will ca thee from off *the Face of. the 


Earth, as unworthy to live upon it, this Year 
falt thou: die, becauſe thou ' haſt taught Rebel. 
lion againſt the Lord. So Hananiah the Pro. 
pbet died the ſame Year \ a 
HAvING. ſhewn' the Oceiſion of theſe 
Words, I propoſe to diſcourſe from them in 
a more general View, as furniſhing Matter 
for our ſerious Meditations, who have this 
Day begun a new Year, the laſt, (for ought 
we know) of our Lives. God hath exer- 
ciſed much Patience and Forbearance towards 
ſome of us. A kind Interceſſor has been 
pleading Vear after Vear with God on our 
Behalf; Spare them this Vear alſo, and we 
have been ſpared: and doth it not become us 
ſeriouſly to enquire, O my Soul! What 
hath been the effect of. ſparing Mercy? 
* Hel rendered unto 0G W to his 
2 Benefits? 


This Year ſhalt thou die. 3 


r Benefits? Have I been prevailed on by the 


% -numberleſs Mercies of many paſt Years, to 

e preſent myſelf to God a living Sacrifice, 
« and to walk in all his Statutes and Ordi- 
c 'nances, as far as in me lies, blameleſs ? 
« Under" the afflicting Hand of God, when 
„ my Life was threatned, I made folemn 
e Promifes and Vows of leading a ſober, 
«righteous, and godly Life, if God would 


4 not cut me down as a Cumbeier of the 


« Ground; he was mindful of me in my 
« low Eſtate, and inclined his Ear to the 
Voice of my earneſt Supplications, and ſaid, 
Return and live; have I performed my 
c Vows, or. am I Rill as careleſs and negli 

«went as before? 

Sucu a ſerious communing with our own 
Hearts, might be of ſervice to quicken us to 
amend what hath been amiſs, and excite to a 
diligent Preparation for Death, if God ſhall 
ſee fit to remove us from off the Face of the 
Earth this Year, as- he hath done many of 
our Friends and Acquaintance the Year that 
i poſt. 

IAH no Warrant to ſay to any of you 

in particular, as the Prophet to Hananiab, 
this Year you ſhall die, but without a Spirit 
of Propheſy, or Riſque of Miſtake: I may 


ſay, it is poſſible that this Near, I or you 


may die ; nay, it is probable, that of ſo nu- 
merous an Aſſembly, ſeveral will this Year 
die; and ſince we cannot tell the particular 


Perſons, 


6 This Year Halt thou dle. 
Perſons, would. it not he uſeful for every one 
to look to himſelf, and fay, with the Diſci- 
ples to Chriſt, Lord, is it 19 Lord, is it I? 
No Truth is more generally allowed than 
this, that it is appointed to all once to die; 
nothing is of greater Conſequence, and more 
worthy of our Attention, than this, How 
ſhall I die? What will become of me when 
my frail Life is ended? Where muſt my 
Soul go when departed. from the Body? 1 
ſhall therefore — ——. to fix your T — * 
a little ou this important Subject, amd may I 
ſpeak; and you hear, with as much Seriouſ- 
neſs, | as if the bleſſed. God were now to n 
t in a viſible Glory, and pronounce. ho 
Sentence, This is the laſt Year you ſhall-ſpeak, 
or jou. ſhall hear the Things that, belong to 
your Peace; this Year you ſhall die. 
I $# 411 diſcourſe, on this e in the 
wlloeaethed, A 5 


1. Coxs DER Death under . Notion 
given of it in the Text, as a being caſt 
off from the Face of the 1 Art de 
II. Su EW how, probable it is that ſome of 

us may fall under the Sentence pro- 
nounced here, this Nar thou ſhalt, die. 

III. Su w what Improvement We ought 

to make of this enen this 
Vear thou nap die. ie een 
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This Tear Palt thou ie. 7 
I. LeT us confider Death under the No- 
tion given of it in the Text, as a being caſt 
off, or removed from the Face of the Earth. 
Wr read of but two Sorts of Creatures, 
formed with reaſonable Natures, to be the 
Zubjects of God's moral Government; to 
each of which a Station was aſſigned ſuitable 
to their different Nature, and proper for the 
Trial of their Obedience. The Angels were 
placed in Heaven, and thoſe of them that 
withdrew their Allegiance from God were 
caft out of Heaven, and reſerved as Priſoners 
of Juftice to the Judgment of the great Day ; 
but the reſt who retained their Integrity, 
were continued in their happy Station. 

Man being 
one conſtituent Part of his Nature, was 
ſeated in Paradiſe, as a proper Place of Trial. 
By tranſgreſſing the Law given him, he for- 
feited his Life, and was caſt out of Paradiſe, 
but continued on the Face of the Earth in a 
freſh State of Trial; and through the rich 
Mercy of God, and the Grace of the Re- 
deemer, we are ſtill continued on the Face 
of the Earth as Probationers for another State, 
and are raiſed to a Capacity of being reſtored 
to the Image and Favour of God and eternal 


Happinefs, by a right Improvement of the 


Means of Salvation; and in a little Time 
Death will remove us from off the Face of 
the Earth, into the inviſible World of Joy or 
Miſery, according to our preſent „ 
* WT * 1 


nearly allied to Earth, as to 


* 1 = 
—— ww a — _ 


ö 8 This. Thar. rate thou FN 


Wx are therefore to conſider Death in a 
Arent View, according to our preſent 
moral Character and Conduct on Earth. To 
them who. perſiſt to the laſt impenitent in a 
Courſe of Sin and Rebellion againſt God, it 
is a being caſt off from the Face of the Earth 
in a Way of Wrath, as the lying Prophet in 
the Text; but to all that devote themſelves 
to God in Chriſt, and ſincerely aim and en- 
deavour to approve themſelves to him by a 
pious, virtuous, and holy Life, Death is a 
friendly Removal from a State of Sin and 
Trouble, to the quiet Manſions pr | for 
them by Chriſt in his Father's Houſe, 

I HALL in a few Particulars 8 
what is common to both the Righteous and 
the Wicked in Death, as a Removal from off 
the Face of the Earth, and what | is l to 
each. 

223. Darn, as $3 is hat From off 
the Face of the Earth ingludeth a e 
between Soul and Body,. 
Tusk are nearly A Abile Rel con- 
tinue on this Earth, and' ſhare in each others 
Pleaſure and Pain; but Death diſſolves: the 
intimate. Union of theſe dear Companions, 10 
as no longer to be capable of Reo the Im- 
preſſions of Pain or Pleaſure from each other. 
. Tr is a putting off the Body, and a Dep 
ing. down the earthly Tabernacle, ., as. the 
_ Apoſtle Paul calls it, and a being abſent from 
he: Body, vw we are removed from 45 
e 


— 


bis Year 2 1 die. 9 


the Face of the Earth, by Death, we do dt | 


ceaſe to exiſt or live, 2 only” coal o exiſt 
. and live in theſe earthly Bodies,. each art of 
our Nature goes to 18 original Parent; the 
Body moulders into its native Duſt, but 92 
immortal Spirit returns to God that gavs it. 

T Is is common to all, the Fart receives 


their Bodies into its ala Arts, till the Refur- 
rection ſhall oblige it to reſign its Priſoners 5 


the Soul goes to the ather of 8 irits to be 
diſpoſed of to its 3 75 Ml : 


BuT there. is a wide Bins as t * 


Diſpoſal. of the Souls of the Righteous 1 
the Wicked: The Souls of the one 4 


ſent into a Place, of Miſery, to herd 21 
rebellious Spirits; the Souls of the other are 
conveyed to Abraham's Boſom, and fafely 
lod bed in the happy Manſions provided for 
them till the Relurrection, when they ſhall 
be reunited with their glorified Bodies, and 


be perfectly happy in the Viſion and F ruition 


of God i in Heaven. 


2. DEATH, as it "if « a Removal from off 


the Face of the Earth, ſeparates from all the 


Comforts and Enjoyments, and from All the 


Pains and Sorrows of this preſent Life. 
WII. LE our Gen are eaſy and 
proſperous, and we are ſurrounded with 
reeable Relatives and Friends; and hay 
= and Capacity of reliſhing our E 
zxents, we are prone to look upon this Earth 


as a very delightful PRE, which we * 1 
| ing 


— . — — ay 4 - 4 - 4.» et? , : a bs 


' 0 
- 
* 3 + * - . - * » , - . 
rr r noe on; OI Re 
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phil ns to EEE, and the generality of Man- 
kind ve ſcarce 4 Notion of. any higher 
Happineſs, than what ariſcth from the grati- 


21 of 255 1 200 at thou le. 


Hang 1 their Senſes. 24 1 petites. Who will 
ſhew us any "Good Lies” Honour, or 
| Pleaſure, is 155 5 of the many, as if 
they were nothin put Body; but of the 
nobler Happineſs, of reaſonable Creatures, the 
Joys, "of: Picty | and Virtue, they have low 
Apprehenſions, : but little or no reliſh. 

; AND, even 6 d Men are ſometimes apt to 
give too. a looſe to, their 1 and 
be ove on of the 'Enjoyments® of. Earth 
and fay, it is good. for, us to be here; an 
this terrene Temper renders it proper, that 
their Enjoyments ſhould be interrupted and 
embitter d by frequent Afflictions, to con- 

vince them that this is not their Reſt, and | 
5 5 them to a Removal. 

Bou r Death 9 7 from the Poſſeſſion 
and Enjoyment of all earthly Comforts, and 
ſets the High and the Low: the Rich and 
the Poor, the Prince and his Subjects, on a 
level; they muſt with their Breath re- 
hen their ſtately Palaces, their delightful 
an and all their Treaſures to Abe 


who in like manner muſt ſoon reſign to 


their Succeſſors. This is common to the 
Good with the Wicked ; but there is a mighty 
Difference as to the Conſequence. . When a 
wicked Man dieth, all his Expectation ſhall 
2 * is caſt out of all his earthly * 

ONS 
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 -,, 


and hath made no Proviſion for 


ſions and Joys, 


his future comfortable Subſiſtence, and cannot 


fail of being very miſerable in the other World, 


were there no other Reaſon of it but this,” 


that tlie ſame unruly Paſſions and Appetites to 
which he is now inſlaved, will attend him 


there, without any Objects ſuitable to grati- 
fy them. 


TRE Wicked as well as the Righteous are, 


indeed, remoyed from their preſent bodily 
Pains and Labours; but at Death they plunge 
into far more exquifite Pains and Sorrows. 


Dark ſeparates good Men from their 


earthly Comforts, too; but then it opens a 
Way L infinitely more valuable Enjoyments, 
a better Portion, higher and more refined , 
Pleaſures, more agreeable Friends, and a more 
durable Subſtance than they reſign. It puts an. 
utter End to all their Sins, and Pains, and Doubts, 
and Fears, and Troubles, and wipes away all 
their Tears, and is the Paſſage to a Fulneſ of 
Joy and everlaſting Pleaſure. 2 Cor. v. 8. 


We know that if the earthly. Houſe of this our 


Tabernacle were diſſolved, ase have a Building f 


of God, 4 Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 


nal in the Heavens, When abſent from. the 


Body, <ve are preſent with the Lord. 1 Pet. i. 3. 


Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 


Gris, who hath- begotten us again to a lively, 
Hope, to an Inberitance incorruptible and unde 


filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved. in. 


2 
B 2 3. Drarn 
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© f PD Arn, as it is a Removal from off the 
Face of the Farth, concludes our State of 
Probation, and fixeth dur Character and 
Condition ! in the future World' in Happineſs 
or Miſery. 
Wut we are on this Eärth, we are 
evidently” on Trial of our Behaviour, and 
God hath , furniſhed us with Reaſon, and 
Underftanding, and Wills, and a clear Ribs. 
lation of our Duty, and all needful Motives 
and Aſfiſtance to diſcharpe it aright ; and the 
TRY Scripture plainly informs us, that there 
a future State and Judgment, when God 
will diſtribute Rewards or Puniſhments ac- 
cording to the Deeds done in the Body, 
whether good or evil. 

AT Death our Day of Grace ad Probation 
expireth, and a Bee endhng State of Happi- 
neſs or Miſery begins, which will be com- 
pleat after he Reſurrection and final Judg- 
ment. When we are removed from off the 
Pace of this Earth we have no longer a Ca- 
pacity or Opportunity of doing an thing to 
alter our Character: as the Tree falls it muſt 
lie; fuch as Death leaves us, the Judgment 
will find us. There is'no Work: nor Device 
nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave 
whither we are going. Death puts an end 
to our Time of Probation, This 1 is common 
to all. 

Boy r there is this important Difference be⸗ 
Fern the Wee and the Righteous: | The 


former 


-*% 
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former hath trifled away his Day of Grave, 


neglected the great Salvation, and made no 


Preparation for Eternity: He has waſted "0 
Time on Vanity, and been intent on making 
Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts 


thereof; ſo that having no Way anſwered the 
chief End of his being ſent on this Earth, he 


is utterly unfit for future Happineſs, and drops 
of courſe into. Miſery. The latter hath mg +® 


a wiſe Improvement of his Time and Talen 
and the Means of Grate And Mel God 


and his Generation with Sincerity, and ſtands. 


in need of no further Trial; and ther efore 


when he is removed from this Earth, ſhall 


enter into that Reſt which remains for the 


People of God. Tbus I have conſidered 
Death under the Notion of a Removal from 


off the Face of the Earth. 
II. I now proceed to the ſecond thing pro- 


the moſt florid, healthful Countenance, and 
ſend us away; but as to ſome of this Aſſem- 
bly it is highly probable that the Year we 
have this Day begun, will be our laſt. 

is appointed to Men once to die, tho' the 


articular Time of it is concealed, and we 
ow not the Day, nor the Year when the 
Son of Man will come, but he may come 


when 


poſed, to ſhew how probable it is that ſeveral _ 
of us ſhall die his Near. It is poſſible that 
all of. us may die this Near, for God can ſtop 
our Breath whenever he pleaſeth, and change 


14 This, W halt thou a 


when leaſt ed ; and Nerefre it is the 
Wiſdom and Intereſt of every one to ſup- 
poſe that this. Year he die, and to be- 
daily looking: and —— 94 it, that it may 
not be a fatal or unwelcome Surprize. I ſhall 
not need to ſpend much of your Time on 
this Head, to ſhew how prohable it is that 
ſome of us, Whether elder or younger; thall 
die this Vear. [ 4 
As to thoſe of you that a are 5 
1 Years none will call this Matter in queſ- 
Your Sun is paſt the Meridian of 
Le and going down apace, and will quick- 8 
iy, E. in the Ni ht of Death. a 
8 R grey Hairs and frequent Inßrmities 
put you in Mind that your Continuance on 
the Face of the Earth 3 be much longer. 
You ſenſibly perceive that the earthly Taber. 
nacle is mouldering away apace, and that not- 
withſtanding all your Care, and Pains, and Ex- 
pence to repair it, you cannot keep it in a 
tenentable Condition much longer, but it 
muſt ſpeedily, drop. | 
Som. of you will readily own it has been 
with great Difficulty that your Soul has drag- 
ged your Body along through angther VEE 1 
and upon a Review, it is Matter of Wonder 
that you are now on the Face of the Earth. 
Vour Blood moyes flow, and will quickly 
ſtop; your Joints grow iff, and your Knees 
feeble,” and can hardly ſupport the totterin 
Fabrck and therefore you may wall wy 


* 
As 


"This Year "ſhalt thou die. 15 
that a few Weeks or Days will bring you to 
Joe long N that this Tear you ral 

* 

. N OR 18 it improbable that ſome of you 
that are in the Prime of Youth; or in the 
moſt vigorous, active Part of Life; ſhall this 
Near die. You, may be very unwilling” to 
make the Sup poſition, and chuſe rather to ſet 
that evil Day if pl Diſtance in y your Thoughts, 
Hut. this ca make no Alta in the Na- 
Ire, of 55 thin a Youth, and Health, and 
Strength, and” and Riches, are no 
Security againſt, the ſt of Death. © 
How many of our Friends, Acquaintance 
and Neighbouts,. who, the Beg inning of laſt 
Year, were as likely to live as =: 05 us, are 
| 2 into Eternity! Nan what befel them 
aft r may. be the lot of any of us, this. 

W E. are liable to Re eta: accidents 55 

Night and by Day, at Home and Abroad, 
Which we carihot foreſee or prevent,” A Tile 
from a Houſe, à Slip of the Foot, a Blaſt of 
unwholſom Air, yea, the moſt inconſiderable 


Creature, when i an 5e the fove- 


vereign Arbiter of Life and, Death, is ſaffi- 


cient to pen, the young. and. moſt health- 
ful Perſon. 


Dr Arn . in Ambuſh all around us 
lurks in our Blood and Juices, in every Vat 
and Nerve, ready to execute God's Pleaſure. 
A LITTLE Exceſs in eating, of drinking, 

or Abſtinence, or Exerciſe 3. a ſmall Negle&, 


or 


| 16 Die Year fbalt thou die. 


5 Imprudenee, may bring on a Fever, of 
+ Fg Diſtemper. that will | Sa humble the 
proudeſt Look, and cover the moſt ei 
Copntenance with Paleneſß, and break 

onthful Vigour and Strength in which Pee. 
1 are apt to glory, as the Preſage of a long 


uE Holy 8 ripture hath,” by a Varie 
of þ Tan: Hay deſcribed the Shortneſs pie 
ncertainty of human Life, on purpoſe t 
revent a yain bx N on a; great deal . 
"yy e. Plal, ciu. 767 * fer. Man, 
Days are a. 1 7, a Flower of the 
Held, 75 he, ee fe the Wind paſſeth 
over E and it is gone, and the Place thereof ſhall 


no. more. Iſa. xl. 6, 7. Al * 55 
Goh, | end the Gyodlineſs c i. e. its 
our, and Beauty, it as the 

of rok, | le to be withered by the next 

N rough Rlaſt, or will ſoon Kade of itſelf. 

Jan ames iv. 14, 15. Goto row, ye that ſay, Io 
-day or To-morrow we will o into fuch a Ci 

and. continue there a Tear, an buy, and ſell, 75 

et Gain; ems know not what ſhall be 

en the Morrow Fur what i is your Life? it is 

* a Par, + appeareth for a little Time, 

and then vaniſheth away. A Vapour, when it 

makes the prighteſt te and is be- 

| held with the greateſt onder, is oft- times 

neareſt — 5 away. Thus when Life a 12 

pears molt, beautiful and ſhining it may 


* peng e xc. $4 6, "Thos camel 


the 
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them ammy 2s with a Plod, they are as a Sleep, 
in the Morn they are like Graſs which grou 
eth up, in * Morning it flouriſheth, in the 
Evening it is cut == 220 withereth, Pal, 


XXXiXx;/ 5. Thou haft made my Days an Hand 


Breadth, and mine Age is as nothing before thee ; 
weruly every Man in his beſt Eſtate is altoge- 


ther Vanity. And therefore the Wiſeman ad- 


viſeth us not to boaſt ourſelyes of to-morrow, 
for we know not what a Day may bring 
| forth. I would only add in the 3d Place, 


3. MAx not our many Sins, and. great 7 


Barrennef and Unfruitfulneſs, under the 


Means of Grace, provoke God to i | 


this: Near you ſhall die ? He hath exerciſ 
much Forbearance and Long- ſuffering toward 
r of you; he hath waited man any Years to 
gracious, and uſed 'a Variety o 
to bring you to Repentance and Holineſs, and 
— to little Purpoſe. 


Have you not broken your Promiſes and 


ſick-bed ows, and returned with the Dog 
to his Vomit, and with the Swine, to wallow 
in the Mire of your Luſts, inſtead of being 
prevailed on = ring Mercy to . preſent 
your ſelves: to living Sacrifices, and to 
ead a ſober, righteous, and godl y Life? 
And may not an offended Sovereign juſtly re- 
ſolve, no longer to throw away his Mercies 
upon you, but to caſt you off from the Face 
of the Earth for your Io oth zag 
by perfidious Breach = Vows, 


Prevent it by immediate Reformation ? vo 71 
C "5 RO 


Methods 


| 
| 
' 
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e have come Year after Year, looking for 
re Fruit from this barren Soul; my Patience 
* hath been abuſed and loft ; 1 will bear no 
ec longer : Cut him down, why cumbereth 
* he the Ground ? This Year he ſhall die.” 
Thus I have briefly ſhewn how probable it is 
that many of us ſhall die this Year ; and now 
nothing remains but to make a proper 1 87 
cation of this Subject. 


APPLICATION. 


r. WHAT has been faid, may juſtly ſtrike 

every wicked Wretch that hears me as 
Day with Fear and Trembling. ' © 
Do I ſpeak to any who have to Ter 
been thoughtleſs and careleſs about their 'Sou 
and an eternal World, and are going on in 
the allowed Practice of Vice, open or ſecret ? 
Give me leave, with utmoſt Plainneſs, to 
warn you of your Danger; and be fo kind to 
yourſelves to confider and profit by the 
friendly Warning. 

This Near, Sinner, thou may'ſt die, and 
be ſtripped of all thoſe fenſual Enjoyments on 
which thou doteſt, and to which thou giveſt 
the Preference before God and Religion 
nay, (which is unſpeakably wore) this Year 
thy guilty, polluted Soul may ſink into end- 
leis Miſery. If Death ſhould arreſt and re- 
move thee from off the Face of the Earth 
in a State of Impenitency and Rebellion againſt 
God, this Year, thou art undone forever; 

and wit thou ſtill venture on in a Courſe of 
Sin, 


This, Year fpalt thou die. 
Sin, as unconcerned about thy Soul, Su 
baſt:been the many paſt Years of thy Life ? 
5, which hath been more 
than enough, ſuffice to have offended God, 
and | neglected your Souls, and abuſed his 
Patience, and contradicted the great End of 
your being. ſent into the World. Repent, 
and turn from all your Tranſgreſſions, that 
they. may not be your Ruin. Make haſte, 
and delay not, to quit the Paths of Sin that | 
lead to Deſtruction, oy = 
SAy not within your. ſelves, what neo 898 
much haſte? I may live many Years longer, 
and have time enough for Repentance here- 
after. I am in the Prime of my Vouth and 
Strength, and enjoy a robuſt Conſtitution, and 
hope to ſee many New-Year's-Days. | 

17 1 is poſſible, indeed, you may z but what 

| if you ſhould. be miſtaken i in your Reckoning, 
= this Year be your laſt? You cannot be 
ſure it will not; and is it not Madneſs to | 
venture your Souls on ſo great an Uncertainty | 
as future Time? to run the riſque of certain + 
Miſery if you ſhould die, for the fake of 
thoſe Luſts which it-is your Intereſt immedi- 
_ ately to part with, even tho' you were ſure 
of ever ſo many Years to come? 
2. War hath been faid may miniſter 
Comfort to all good Men, whatever their 
prolers Circumſtances are. 

ARE your Affairs eaſy and proſperous, 0 
that you want no good Thing? But you 
have learnt not to place your Happineſs in 
c C 2 any 
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any earthly Enjoyments ; your Treaſure is in 
Heaven, and your Heart is there, and it is 
your prevailing Judgment that to be with 
Chriſt is far better. Is it not a pleaſant 
Thought, cis ear I may die, and be 
« vi Chriſt, the Object of my ſupreme 
*© love] Tho' a kind Providence ſie upon 
* me, and makes my Lot more eaſy than 
5 others, yet ſtill this is not Heaven. I 
*. would not live here always ; - this Nam my 
«© God and Father may ſend a - 4 Met- 
as ſenger to fetch me home.” 

Bur this may, in a ſpecial Manner, ſup- 
port Chriſtians that are preſs'd by a Variety of 


Afflictions. This Year I may die, and all 
Tears be wiped away from my Eyes, and my 


Pains and Sorrows be exchanged for a Fulneſs 
of Joy and everlaſting Reſt. At preſent thou 
art toffed on a tempeſtuous Ocean, one Bil- 
low of Trouble comes on the Back of ano- 
ther; but look out, Chriſtian, the Haven is 
before thee, and at no great Diſtance.”: - 
As the Mariner, after a long and dange- 
rous Voyage, diſcovers his native Land with 
the utmoſt Pleaſure; yea, in the midſt of 
Storms and Rocks, comforts himſelf with the 
Hope of arriving ſhortly at the deſired Port; 


fo may the afflicted Chviſtian bear up his 
Spirits with the Hope of a happy Deliverance 


from all his Burdens and Fears in a little 


time. his, perhaps, may be the laſt 
# Year of Sin and Diſtreſs, and the Begin- 
4 ping of my A Salvation; Why axt 


thou 
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«thou caſt down, O my Soul; and why art 
te thou diſquieted within me? Hold out, 


« Faith and Patience, a little longer, my 


„ Salvation is nearer chan when I firſt be- 


e ſieved. Heaven will make abundant 
© amends for the Troubles 1 meet with on 
cc _ rth. 2» RP” 

3. SINCE any of us may die this Fay 
it is highly unreaſonable to ſet our Affections 
inordinately on any lower Enjoyments, or to 
indulge to exceſſive Grief on the Loſs & 
them. 

TAE Apoſtle Paul makes this perde 
of the Shortneſs and Unce rtainty. of the pre- 
ſent Life, 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. The Time is 
ſhort, it remaineth therefore char they that have 
Wives be as'itho' they had none, and they that 


weep as tho they wept not, and they that rejoice. 


as tho they e and they that buy as 
tho they 70lſ ed nat, and they that uſe his 
World as not abuſing, or overufmg it, for the 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. . 

Wr are quickly, perhaps this Year, to 
remove from off the Face of this Earth, 
therefore it is unfit to place our ſupreme 
Delight in its moſt valuable Comforts as 
our chief Good and Portion. 

Tur Language of our Hearts * to 
be this: © the preſent World is not my Home 
* and Settlement, I am a Pilgrim and a 
6 Stranger on Earth; I am only travelling 
te through it to another Country, where I am 
#20 take up my — Abode; let me then 
x «© behave 


\ 


N 
| 
| 


/ 
5% This Year ſhalt thou die. 
©: behave like à 80) and Traveller, 
* thankfully accept and uſe with Moderation 
the Accommodations I meet with in the 
* Way; but not ſet my Heart on what I may 
4; to-morrow; and ſhortly: muſt be removed 
& from; and the more fond I am of them, 
ce the more —_ and grievous: will the de. 
ce paration be.” 

How diſagreeable muſt Death. nad: be 
to the Idolatrous Worldling, who -hath made 
Riches his God]; to the Vola uptuous, who have 
placed their Happineſs in gratifying their Senſes 
and Appetites; to the Ambitious, who have 
loved the Praiſe of Men, more than the Ho- 
nour and \' Eſteem of God! Death, to fuch 
will be the King of Terrors, becauſe it will 
tear away their Souls from che Objects 1 their 


pos Delight. 8 
Ap the fame Conſideration that ou ght to 
| Piode ws our Affection to the ＋ hing ef 
this Earth, ought alſo to moderate our Sor- 


row for the Loſs of them. What tho 
© God hath removed pious and agreeable 
« Friends or Relatives, the Deſire of my Eyes 
* and the Joy of my Heart? I hope ſoon to 
* meet them again in that World where 
% Neath can no more ſeparate us. Tho I 
meet with Loſſes, and Diſappointments, and 
e injurious Treatment, I am but a Stranger 
be on Earth, and will not fret and be dejected 
'** becauſe I meet with Traveller's Fare. Hath 
'* not my Saviour taught me that in this 
„ World I ſhall have Trouble? But it is 


« only 
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— in this World; where 1 know I am 
« not e make a mo Jonger Say This 
* Near I may die. | 

4. IT concerns us all to entertain frequent 
and ferious Meditations on Death as certain 


and near, and to be i a continual Readineſs 
for our Removal. 


Tuovon now we are in Health, it is by 


no means an improper Seaſon to think ſeriouſly 
of the awful Change Death will make in our 
Circumſtances ; nay, it is the fitteſt Time to 
turn our Thoughts that Way, in order to 
the abating the Terrour, and preventing the 
fatal Conſequences thereof, 

I is a great Miſtake to imagine that ſeri- 
ous Meditation on. Death, and the unſeen 
World to which it will remove us, would 


fpoil the Pleaſure or obſtruct the Bufinefs 


of Life; on the contrary, it would 2 
refine and heighten our Pleaſure, by ren 
Death familiar, preventing much Guilt, 2. 
R the Terrour of a Surprize. 

LET us not think of Death as at a great 
Diſtance from us, but as what may be very 


Houſes and Souls in order for a Removal. 
-. IT is our Duty to ſet our Houſes in or- 


der as well as we can, and to ſettle the im- 


portant Affairs of our Families, that we may 


event Confuſion, Quarrels, and vexatious 


w-ſuits after our Removal; but, above all 
Wg, we ought to ſet our Souls in Order 
n * that whenever God ſhall * 


| 
| 
f | 
| 
| 
# 
l 
| 
: 


near, that we may be quickened to ſet out 


—_— — „„ 
— 


„ 
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to us hence, we may make a bleſſed 
— of Earth for Heaven; of a World 
of Sin and Sorrow, for a "World of 7 
_— and Joy. 1 . 213 2 

5. Sten this Tear we may die; let us og 

old of every fair Opportunity of doing Good 

fore we die, by the right Improvement of 
every Talent and ne Put: into: our 
Hands, Mick 

AM Ia Goſpel Miniſter 2? This Near I 
may die and be removed from my delightful 
Work ; how ſerious and importunate then 
ſhould I be in my Prayers to God, and my 
Addreſſes to 4 to repent and be convert- 
ed, that their Sins may be blotted out; to fly 
from the Wrath to come, by Faith in Chriſt 
and Obedience to his Goſpel! How chear- 
ſully ſhould I ſpend and be ſpent in the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt and Souls! What an Edge 
ſhould this Thought give to my Prayers and 
Exhortations, that I am on the Brink of the 
Grave and Eternity, my Life may cloſe be- 
fore the Vear I have begun expireth; nay, 
| this may be the laſt Sermon I ſhall ever preach? 
AM. I a private Chriſtian? This Year I may 
ts; with what Attention then ſhould I hear, 
and. put in ſpeedy Practice the important Ad- 
vice of a dying Miniſter to a dying Hearer | 

Harn the Providence of God intruſted 
me with more than enough for myſelf and 
Family? This: Nar I may die and leave my 
Wealth behind me; how ready then ſhould L 
Ma to do good and communicate with my 
| OWN 


» 1 
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_own Hands, rather than loſe all the Pleaſure and 
Virtue of it, by truſting my Executors to diſ- 
Poſe of, it in charitable Uſes when I can keep | 
the Poſſeſſion of it no longer. 

doing good, by contributing to the religious 
Inſtruction of many poor Children at the Charity 
School, in Gravel-lane, on this Side the Water; 
which I would earneſtly recommend to your 
Favour, as a moſt uſeful and well · managed Cha- 
nity, of which I hope you will be thoroughly 
convinced, by attending to the original Occaſio::, 
a. few Obſervations; with which I ſhall conclude. 


Ve State of the Charity School in Gravel- 
lane, Southwark, Jan. 1. 1738-9. 


Tux Foundation of this School, was laid in 
the Year 1687. in the Reign of. King James II. 
The Occafion of it was this. One Paulton, a 
Jeſuit, had ſet up a Fopiſb School, and giuen 
publick Notice that he would inftru& the Chil- 
dren of the Poor gratis. Upon which Mr. 
Arthur Sballet, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr, 
Ferdinand Holland, all Members of this Church 
in the Rev: Mr. Nathanael Vincents Time, laid + 
the Foundation of this School, to avoid the dan- 
perous Conſequences of a Popiſh School, and to 
. the Inſtruction of the Poor in the 
| oper He The Number of the. Scholars 
7575 b was Ferty,: which afterwrards increaſed to 
% and-now to One Hundredand Thirty; who | 
Aber D - are 
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bare . to read, write and cypher, and in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of Religion, that they 
may be qualified for the Service of God and 
Man. It may be faid to be the firſt School 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in. 
Here Objects are received without Piſtinction of 
Parties, the general Good being intended. It is 
ſituated -in one of the pooreſt Parts about the 
City, and the Children of the pooteft ſort of 
Watermen and Fiſhermen are here taught with- 
outanyExpence to their Parents; and are furniſh- 
ed with Bibles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, Writing- 
books, and Opphering - books, and ſome have been put 
out Apprentices to Trades. The Charges have 
been defrayed by the Gifts and Subſcriptions of 
private Peiſons, with one annual Collection on 
New-Year's-Day, at the ſaid School hitherto (hut 
at this Place for the future) and another Collection 
once a Year inthe City, together with the kind 
Remembrance of ſome 1n t Var laſt Wills 
Upon this State of the Caſe, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that this School; for which I have the 
| Pleaſure of being an Advocate this Day, ſprang 
out of this Congregation, and therefore hath. a 
ſort of natural Right to app! y to you for Sup- 
port and Encouragement ; it was founded en- 
tirely on a Proteſtant Bottom, the Year before 
the glorious Revolution, when a zealous Popiſh 
Prince upon the Throne, ſupported by a ſtanding 
Army 57 Triſh Papiſts, ha well nigh gh ſwallowed 
up every thing dear and valuable to Britons. 
I was not ſet up in Oppoſition to the Church 
> n but tothe Church of Rome, with a 1 
ti 


— - 
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ueulat View to counter act the pernicious Attempt 

of a Jeſuit to corrupt the Principles of the 
pooreſt ſort of Children, in the Seminary to 
which they were publickly invited to be trained 
up in Popery, without any Charge to their Pa- 
rents. Through the Smiles of Providence on 
this noble Deſign, the Number of Scholars is 
increaſed from forty to one hundred and thirty, 
and ſome thouſands of poor Children have been 
taught to read the Holy Scriptures. 

TAE moſt formidable Objections againſt Cha- 
rity Schools (v:z. that poor Children are inliſted 
in a Party, and trained up in Bigotry and Pride, 
and are advanced above their proper Rank, and 
unfitted for the lower Offices of Life) I appre- 
hend do by no means affect this Foundation; for 
poor Children are admitted here without Diſ- 
tinction of Parties or Denominations. When 
Application is made by their Parents or Friends, 
they are not ſo much as aſked, whether they 
are Diſſenters; and though due Care is taken 
that they ſhall not affront the Law of God and 
Man by Sabbath-breaking, but attend on publick 
Worſhip twice every Lord's-Day, yet they are 
left to their Liberty as to the Place and Manner 
of Worſhip. | 


No are they in danger of being puffed up 


with Pride by a new Livery every Year ; it being 
of more Importance, in the Opinion of the 
worthy Managers, to inſtruct the Minds of many, 
than to cloath the Bodies of a few; and to pre- 
vent their being raiſed above the Rank of their 
Hind, and the meaner Services of Life, they are 

| D- 2 diſcharged 
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diſcharge as ſoon as they can read well, and 
write and -cypher enou 85 to qualify them for 
ſome low, honeſt, 3 Buſinefs. | 
As I am not ſenſible of any folid Objection 
againſt this School, I can with the greater Free- 
dom intreat your liberal Contribution towards 
it in this Place from which it took its Riſe, 
from the Zeal of three worthy Members of 
this Congregation, Mr. Shaller, Mr. Holland, and 
Mr. Warburton, long fince gone to reſt. 
FIS Charity is calculated to promote the 
ſpiritual and eternal Welfare of many poor Chil. 
any by leading them early to an Acquaintance 
with their Creator and Redeemer, and inſtilling 
the Principles not of a Party, but of the Chri( 
tian, and Proteſtant Religion, into their tender 
Minds; as the beſt Preſervative from youthful 
Luſts, and the Infection of bad Examples. The 
Parents of ſome of them (it is to be feared) 
have neither Capacity nor Inclination to educate 
them in the Fear of God and the Knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures, and if ſome Care is not 
taken of S by others who are ſenſible of the 
Value of immortal Souls, they will be in ex- 
treme Danger of periſhing for want of Knowledge 
of the Word of God, which is able to make 
them wiſe unto "Glration: | 

Tuts Charity is alſo calculated to promote 
their temporal Welfare, by qualifying them for 
ſome honeſt Calling to get their Livelihood, and 
be uſeful Members, inſtead of Burdens and 
| Nuiſances to the Community, as others are, who 
ol n the Streets, 9 and idle, and 


. 
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pilfering, and ready for all manner of Micchle 


er (_ 
TRE with fe Reh in this Word ate bid | 
Peru Obligation and Charge to be rich in 


by 2 255 to 'Generolity, Mat. v. 7. Bleſſed are 
| the 
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En une wink of this, and feet no Bowels of 
Compaſſion toward "the Souls ad Bodies 5 


good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate plentifully out of their Abundance, 
which the Apoſtle in 1 Tim. vi. 19. calls. 
laying up in Store a good . er againſt the 
Time to. come, that t. a) bo bold of eee, 
Life. And the Wiſeman telle us, that be know- 

eth no good in them, but for a Man to rejoice 
and. to * good in his Lifetime; and when this 
proceeds 8058 a Principle of Gratitude to God 
their Benefactor, and of Com n to theit 
Fellow creatures, it will not on y ſtand well in 
the Account they have to give of their Steward- 


ſhip at the great Day, but will give them a no- 
ble, refined "Pleaſure of Mind, as the preſent 


Reward of their Piety and Liberality. | 
Io do good, and to communicate to the Wel- 

fare of the Souls and Bodies of Men, is to re- 
ſemble God, the Fountain of Goodneſs ; and to 
be merciful as he is merciful ; it is to, imitate the 


perfect Example of the Redeemer, 2 Gr. v 


9. Who, tho he was rich, for our Joke . | 
poor, that we throuph bis Poverty might be made 

rich, and who went about Beate Ha. and it 
wil entitle us to the many great and precious 


Promiſes of the Word of God, Which have 


been often laid before you on this Occaſion, as 


FI a . Bled is be that confidereth | the 
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the Merciful, for they ſhall obtain - Merey. 


Poor, ' the Lord will deliver him in the Time 
of Trouble ; the Lord will preſerve him, and keep 
m alive, be hall be bleſſed on the Eurtb, &c. 
Prov, xi. 24, 25. There, is that ſeattereth and 
yet increaſeth and there is that witholdeth more 
than ig meet, but it tendeth ta Poverty: The 
liberal Soul ' ſhall be mage fe at, and he — . 
erb ſhall be watered alſo him 22 7 Iſa. xxxii. 8. The 
Liberal devifeth Tony a and of liberal 
Things. ſhall he arid. Prov. ini. 9, 10. Honour 
the. Lord with thy Sulſtance, ſo ſhall by. Barns be 
filled with Plenty, &c. Heb. xili. 16. To do good 
and to communicate forget not, for with ſuch 8507 
feces God is well-pleaſed. Prov. xix. 17. He that 
hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which he bas given he ill pay him again. 
Many of you have chearfully attended this Ser- 
Vice during a Courſe of mapy Years ; be ye not 
weary of well-doing, for in due Time ye ſhall 
reap, if you faint not. You. have reaped in 
part already, by the Satisfaction of ſeeing the 
Work you are ingaged in, proſper in your 

28 but the full Harveſt is Kill behind, and 
if you hold on your Piety and Charity, you ſhall 
be recompenced at the 1 of the juſt, 
when the Judge ſhall ſay, Well done, good and 
faithful Servants, enter you into the 70 of yon. 
Lord. To conclude : This. Year. you may die; 
this may therefore be the laſt, Opportunity of 
doing ood in this Way; whatſoever therefore 
FA. Hand findeth. to do, do it eke, acr 

| cording 
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cording to your Ability; for there is no Work 
nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in 
the Grave, whither thou goeſt : And when you 
have done your. beſt and all, think not that you 
have merited at the Hand of God by returni 

to him a Paxt of his own, but ſay wkhavofound 
Humility, you are unprofitable Servants, that 
have done no more than was your. Duty to do; 


and look for the 6 85 15 * | 
eternal Life. 2 | E 


/ | 


Be ye alſo ready, 5 
A Funeral Diſcourſe on the much-lamented 


Death of a pious young Man, Mr. Thomas 
Adams: The ſecond Edition, by Henry Read. 
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mind. our 
Change prepare. 
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% Tn ER may we bid our —_ roll on, 
mak, haſte away | 


